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Sacred Protest
Religion, Power and Resistance in an Era of Upheaval
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Matthew Ryan Robinson

Analysis of the complex interrelations of religion and modern protest

movements draws attention to the ways that pervasive societal anxieties

are taken up in religious, interreligious and transreligious discourses.
The last years have seen forms of major social upheaval in the form of
protests the world over. These have included popular protest
movements in dozens of countries, around the world. These have led to
major policy backdowns and/or governmental crackdown and even the
overthrow of governments. Triggers can be seemingly minor or sudden
and shocking. In both cases, protests often then develop along
predictable sightlines of economic concern and political parties. Recent
protests and counter protests have been surrounded by a deluge of
disinformation and conspiracy. In several cases, inconspicuous
beginnings led to society-wide or global debates concerning religion,
ethnicity, the stability of democratic institutions, fundamental human
rights, and even the future of humanity. In short, religion and protest
converge and diverge and in pursuit of various ends, making careful
analysis of religion and protest necessary. Sacred Protest seeks to make a
timely and constructive contribution to this critically important

conversation.
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Yaser Ellethy is head of the Centre for Islamic Theology at the Faculty of
Religion and Theology, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, and current
president of the European Society for Intercultural Theology and
Interreligious Studies (ESITIS).

Anne Hege Grung is professor in Interreligious Studies at the Faculty of
Theology, University of Oslo. Her fields of research include feminist and
decolonial perspectives on interreligious dialogue and religious
pluralism, and spiritual and existential care in plural societies.

Henry Jansen is a freelance translator, copyeditor, theologian, and
philosopher of religion. His research interests lie in the fields of secular
approaches to ‘religious’ issues and concerns, and how religion and
‘typical’ religious questions are actually ‘lived’ and experienced in
secular society.

Matthew Ryan Robinson is Associate Professor of Theological Ethics at
Leuphana University, in Liineburg, Germany. His work focuses on
religion, ethics, and social transformation processes. Since 2019 he has
been leading the “What Does Theology Do, Actually?” project.

Readership

The book consists of scholarly cases studies and analyses, which
bachelor, postgraduate and advanced researchers alike will find
engaging and profitable. As such, academic institutions will also benefit

from adding this volume to their collections.
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