
 

Thematic Session 1: The Dominance of Conflict as a Guiding 

Category 

 

 

Manda Andrian 

 

Indonesia is a country with a multicultural and multireligious society. With a population of 261 

million (2018), 17.000 islands and 300 local languages, Indonesia is very diverse. However, 

Indonesia is a country that is majority Islam but it has six official religions: Christianity 

(Protestantism and Catholicsm), Budhism, Hinduism, Islam and Kong Hu Cu. In addition to those 

six official religions, Indone

traditional religions. Unfortunately, only six religions that are mentioned above are official, 

and the rest are unofficial. Muslim in Indonesia is under two official organizations called 

Muhammadiyah and Nadhatul Ulama (NU). However, there is a community in Islam called 

Ahmadiyah which is not under Nadhatul Ulama (NU) nor Muhammadiyah. There are also some 

traditional religions such as: Sunda Wiwitan, Kejawen, Kaharingan, Madras, Marapu, etc.  
Basically, religious freedom has been written in The 1945 State Constitution of Indonesia article 

hts article 

freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and freedom, either individually 

or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship, 

and even violence. According to the Setara Institute in Jakarta, there were 216 cases of 

minorities being attacked in 2010, 244 cases in 2011 and 264 cases in 2012. This short essay 

will examine two examples of groups which struggling of being minorities, from Ahmadiyah 

and traditional religion called Sunda Wiwitan, and how are the progress policies of the 

governtment in response to both of them. This paper proposes the importance of religions 

knowledge and to continue giving the advocacies to the minority groups. The method use in this 

research was qualitative, which included literature reviewed, observation and participation, 

and case analytical method.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Declarations and their contribution to the wider field of Interreligious Dialogue 

 

 

In recent decades faith-based, interreligious, and other organizations have produced a large 

number of declarations on interreligious issues among other topics. These declarations have 

been analyzed regarding their content (what does the declaration say?) and context (what was 

the reason for the publication? To what is the declaration an answer/reaction?). But the 

question 

 

analyze declarations by churches on interreligious issues. To find an answer, I would like to 

discuss three approaches: a linguistic (what kind of text is a declaration?), an ecclesiological 

(how does the church communicate?), and an interreligious approach (what form of interreligious 

dialogue is the publication of a declaration?).  

 

This paper wants to contribute to the theological, diplomatic, and political dimensions of the 

discourse on interreligious dialogue. 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Thematic Session 2: 

 

 

Disentangling Buddhism from Culture: Conflict and Relationship with 

Christianity over the years in Sri Lanka 

 

 

When Christian missions first came to then Ceylon, their propagation of the gospel necessitated 

that rigid boundaries were drawn between religions due to cultural superiority and exclusivist 

evangelical theology of the colonizers(Hassner,2003; Harris:2006,p.12). Such boundaries have 

continued through the years and continue to influence the conceptual framework of space in the 

Sri Lankan polity (Brun and Jazeel, 2009; Harris,2018,p.8). However, leading up and since 

independence the boundaries of the same have become porous upto some extent where 

criticaland reflective studies have taken place in several areas (Wijegoonawardana, 2012; 

Fazil , 2019; Jemia,2021; Ranasinghe and Wickremasinghe, 2021;) and in Liturgical studies 

(Tovey, 2004, Fernando, 2009; Wickremasinghe, 2011; Jayasinghe, 2015; Bilimoria; 2016, 

Tovey, 2021). 

The wider study in which this paper constitute an integral part, investigates the impact of the 

surrounding cultural context on Christian worship in the Anglican Church and especially on 

experiences and meanings of silence in worship(Roach,2001; Leithart, 2003, Cozzens,  2004; 

Dandelion,2007).The cultural landscape of the country; with its long history, an overarching 

majority population and a special mention of it in the constitution, inevitably is impacted by the 

Buddhist philosophy both as a religion as well as a culture (Dharmadasa,1988; Arun Kumar, 

2018; DeVotta, 2021; Gamage, 2023).  

Any attempt at contextual theologizing in Sri Lanka, would inevitably have to take into 

consideration the majoritarian and state religion of Buddhism. The side by side existence of 

Christianity with Buddhism in the country, over half a millennium of years, has left indelible 

each other and the country in general. This paper presents the Christian encounter, the changing 

perspectives of conflict & relationships between the two religions and the cultural landscape 

influenced by Buddhism which is the canvas for contextual theologizing. 



Overcoming the dichotomy between religion and secularity: concepts and 

strategies 

Atko Remmel 

 

been an 

ongoing debate about what it means and where to draw its boundaries. The situation did not 

19th century. As a result, it has been a general knowledge that religion-related phenomena 

can be either religious or secular  or sacred and profane  and that the two are opposites. 

For many scholars and normal people alike, this schema is intuitive and, due to the co-

constitutive relationship of religious and secular, the only possible solution.  

In the study of religion, the debate over the binary system rests largely on the legacy of the 

(1962). However, aside from criticism, during the past two decades, a multitude of concepts 

that aim to surpass the dichotomy have emerged and the amount of them appearing at the 

same time is telling. Perhaps it may be justified to regard the recent appearance of new 

 or at least the beginning of it.  

The paper takes a look at a number of concepts and strategies for overcoming the binary in 

"No," or "Yes, but..." 

 

 

  



Accountability and the Evaluation of Interfaith Initiatives: Toward a Learning 

Approach to Evaluation 

Hannah J. Visser 

 

As the number of interfaith initiatives has rapidly increased, a pressing question has arisen: how 

sparked a plethora of evaluation tools and quantitative studies aiming to measure the outcomes 

argument, wherein quantitative measurements are seen as necessary to prove the worth 

(literally and figuratively) of interfaith engagement to funders and other external stakeholders. 

One can be critical of this motivation to evaluate the outcomes of interfaith learning and see it 

is that many interfaith programs are dependent on 

external funding and will cease to exist without it. How can the field of interfaith learning 

maintain a healthy relationship to attracting funding and evaluating its outcomes? This 

contribution draws from an interdisciplinary body of scholarship on accountability and 

evaluation, primarily focusing on debates in educational sciences and peacebuilding studies. In 

these fields, quantitative measurements are generally perceived to be the standard but are 

also s

  

f the value of 

critiques, I will advocate for a more holistic and sustainable approach to evaluating impact in a 

funding-dependent landscape. By focusing on learning and improvement instead of 

accountability, interfaith initiatives can better align their practices with their core objectives 

while remaining responsive to the needs of diverse stakeholders. 

 

  



Harnessing Faith: The Role of Churches in Weapons of Mass Destruction 

Nonproliferation 

Carol-Teodor Peterfi 

 

In an era, fraught with geopolitical tensions and the ever-looming threat of weapons of mass 

destruction (WMDs), it is imperative to explore all avenues for nonproliferation efforts. One 

often overlooked yet potentially powerful ally in this endeavor is religious institutions, 

particularly churches, which possess significant moral authority and social influence. This 

proposal article seeks to examine the vital role that churches can play in WMD nonproliferation 

efforts, exploring their potential impact on shaping attitudes, promoting disarmament initiatives, 

and fostering dialogue among nations. By leveraging the moral imperative inherent in religious 

teachings, churches can serve as catalysts for peacebuilding and the advancement of global 

security objectives. 

Proliferation in general, and of weapons of mass destruction in particular poses one of the 

gravest threats to international peace and security in the modern world. From nuclear arsenals 

to chemical and biological weapons, the potential for mass devastation and loss of life is 

staggering. Despite various diplomatic efforts and arms control agreements, the specter of 

WMDs continues to haunt the international community. In this context, it becomes crucial to 

explore unconventional avenues for addressing this existential threat. 

This article proposes to investigate the role of churches in WMD nonproliferation efforts, 

drawing upon their moral authority, extensive networks, and capacity for ethical leadership. 

Churches, as prominent religious institutions, hold a unique position in society, commanding 

respect and influence across diverse communities and cultures. Their teachings often emphasize 

principles of peace, justice, and compassion, providing fertile ground for advocacy on issues of 

disarmament and nonviolence. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   



Catharsis and Greater Jihad as Inner Purification and Wise Measure and 

Dimension in Human Co-existence 

 

 

This paper examines some uses of the Greek (and Christian) concept of Catharsis and some uses 

of the concept of Greater Jihad in Islam in order to contribute to a detailed analysis of the 

growing clashes between Western and Islamic societies and to suggest ways of reaching  a 

better understanding. 

In doing so, it asks the following questions: 

bearing in mind the danger of fundamentalist structures in Western thinking and attitudes 

towards non-Western cultures and their reactions, is it perhaps an Ur-Angst (primordial fear) 

which underlies  

debate? 

And what if this primordial fear is met by the primordial emotion, shame, in addition a pre-moral 

category, that  by contrast to   could be considered a 

? How does it lead to political misuse of religion  on Western and non Western sides? 

 

From a more Western (Christian) point of view catharsis is then explained as a sort of self-

purification of a soul that is longing for God before leading on to just action. From a more 

Muslim point of view an analogy to this is found in what is called Greater Jihad, which is here 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  

 

 

  



 

Liturgical Process as Container of Concrescence for Experiential Truth Claims: 

Curating an Interfaith Vigil at a Peacemaking Rally 

Charles Young-Chul Ryu 

 

The experience of preparing "An Interfaith Vigil" at Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. on 

the occasion of the 70th Anniversary of the Korean War Armistice Agreement, presented itself 

to be a process of emergence akin to what Process Philosophy may call "concrescence."  

The Christian dominant-interfaith oriented "Faith-Based Caucus" related to the Korea Peace 

Now Grassroots Network, was tasked to offer this interfaith vigil to conclude the Day of Action 

on July 27, 2023, coming after a press conference, performance-art action of healing of 

unresolved griefs, a rally at White House, and a march to Lincoln Memorial. It was to provide a 

setting for a reflective, integrating closure for the day. An interfaith work among Buddhists and 

Christians representing the two mostly practiced religions in South Korea and among Korean 

diaspora in North America, with a nod toward Korean cultural expressions of shamanistic 

origin, it was to be broadly conceived to offer a ritualized peacemaking action that would 

appeal to general public including those who are not religious as this coalition for the peace 

action was secular in nature.   

This paper traces and describes the process and the final event, moving from a rather stark 

indeterminacy toward determinacy, finally to the actual event resulting in sufficient communal 

subjective satisfaction. This was a case of "curating," not just of the final product, but more 

importantly of the process that ushered in the emergence of the lived vigil liturgy, the curating 

functioning as communal "lure" for the emergence, a concrescence.  

It will also delineate some learnings in interfaith, interreligious co-creation, some important 

methodological questions in knowledge production and truth claims, including the revelatory 

importance of teleological aspirations of communities.  

 

 


